
 
Report to: Sefton East Parishes Area Committee Date of Meeting:  29 Sept 2011 
 
Subject: A59 Ormskirk Road, Retail Park Access 
 
Report of: Director of Built Environment Wards Affected:  Molyneux 
 
Is this a Key Decision?   No   Is it included in the Forward Plan? No 
 
Exempt/Confidential No  
 

 
Purpose/Summary 
 
To seek approval for the introduction of an improved left turn facility and pedestrian 
crossing improvements to the junction of A59 Ormskirk Road/ Aintree Retail Park.   
 
Recommendation(s) 
 
It is recommended that Sefton East Parishes Area Committee: 
 
(i)       Approve the construction of a new left turn lane, improved pedestrian facilities and 

traffic signal improvements to the junction of the A59 Ormskirk Road/ Aintree retail 
Park.   

 
 
How does the decision contribute to the Council’s Corporate Objectives? 

 

 Corporate Objective Positive 
Impact 

Neutral 
Impact 

Negative 
Impact 

1 Creating a Learning Community  √  

2 Jobs and Prosperity  √  

3 Environmental Sustainability √   

4 Health and Well-Being √   

5 Children and Young People √   

6 Creating Safe Communities √   

7 Creating Inclusive Communities √   

8 Improving the Quality of Council 
Services and Strengthening Local 
Democracy 

 √  

 
Reasons for the Recommendation: 
 

• To introduce measures at the junction of the A59/ Aintree Retail Park to improve 
junction capacity and relieve congestion on the A59 Ormskirk Road.  

• To contribute to LTP goals in respect to ensuring the transport network supports 
the economic success of the city region by the efficient movement of people and 
goods. 



 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 
 
(A) Revenue Costs 
 
 None 
 
(B) Capital Costs 
 

The anticipated cost of progressing the proposals, to include Capita Symonds 
design and supervision fees would amount to £120K. This can be accommodated 
within the 2011/12 Revised Local Transport Plan Capital Programme as approved 
by Cabinet Member – Transportation 8th July 2011. 

 
Implications: 
 
The following implications of this proposal have been considered and where there are 
specific implications, these are set out below: 
 
Legal                                  None 
 

Human Resources            None 
 

Equality 
1. No Equality Implication      

2. Equality Implications identified and mitigated 

3. Equality Implication identified and risk remains  

 

 
Impact on Service Delivery: 
 
The proposed left turn lane at the retail park access will reduction congestion  and 
improve traffic flow on the A59 Ormskirk Road and will contribute to Local Transport Plan 
goals to support economic success, by the efficient movement of people and goods. 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 
 
The Head of Corporate Finance (FD1012/11) has been consulted and any comments 
have been incorporated into the report at paragraph 3. 
The Head of Corporate Legal Services (LD370/11) has been consulted and has no 
comments on the report. 
 
Are there any other options available for consideration? 
 
No alternative options. 
 
Implementation Date for the Decision 
Immediately following the Area Committee meeting. 

√ 

 

 



 
 
Contact Officer: Peter Hillsdon 
Tel:   0151 934 4804 
Email:  peter.hillsdon@sefton.gov.uk 
 
 
Background Papers: 
Cabinet Member – Transportation  
2011/12 Local Transport Plan – Revised Capital Programme. 8th July 2011 



 

1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The A59 Ormskirk Road suffers considerable congestion at peak times.  Much of 

this congestion occurs outside the traditional peak periods due to customers 
accessing the retail parks on Ormskirk Road at weekends and Bank Holidays.  
Following complaints from a number of sources, including Asda regarding traffic 
blocking back across their access Capita Symonds were engaged to review 
operation of this section of the A59 in order to seek ways to reduce the 
congestion.  

 
1.2 A working group, comprising representatives from Traffic Services, Retail Park 

owners/agents, ASDA and Elected Members was set up to discuss various 
methods of reducing congestion, such as signage and alterations within the car 
park to ease movements in and out.  It was determined that the cause of this 
congestion is vehicles queuing to turn left into the Racecourse Retail Park, which 
queues back onto Ormskirk Road.  At peak times, this queue will extend over the 
Old Roan junction and the ASDA junction, thus creating major problems for the 
whole highway network.  

 
2.0 Proposals 
 
2.1 In order to relieve this congestion, it is proposed to increase the length of the left 

turn lane on Ormskirk Road to 120 metres long and to altering the phasing of the 
traffic signals to allow a longer left-turn stage.    This will allow the signal phasing 
at the junction to be amended to increase the green time allowed for the left turn 
phase, increasing capacity for this movement, reducing congestion of the A59. 
Details of the proposals are shown in the plans in Annex A. 

 
2.2 In addition to the left turn lane, it is proposed to upgrade the pedestrian crossing 

facilities at the junction to meet the latest standards with regards to improving 
access for people with disabilities.   

 
2.3 It is not proposed to carry out a public consultation exercise as the only frontage 

affected by the proposals is Aintree Retail park, whose owners King Sturge, have 
been consulted on the proposals through the working group. 

 
 
3.0 Financial Implications 
 
3.1 The Head of Corporate Finance and ICT comments that the financial implications of 

the report for the Council are that the cost of delivering the scheme to include 
Capita Symonds fees is £120K and this will be met from the 2011/12 Local 
Transport Plan – Transportation Capital Programme approved by Cabinet Member 
Transportation 8th July 2011. 

 
4.0 Recommendation 
 
4.1 It is recommended that Sefton East Parishes Area Committee, approve the 

construction of a new left turn lane, improved pedestrian facilities and traffic signal 
improvements to the junction of the A59 Ormskirk Road/ Aintree retail Park as 
shown in Annex A.  



 

Annex A 


